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1 Joun i. 7. 


—— The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son 
cleanſetb us from all fin. 


FIND this text made uſe of 
by antient and modern Proteſtants 
as an argument againſt the Popiſh 
doctrine of purgatory : and I 
think it affords ſuch a one as 
cannot be fairly anſwered. I 
have. therefore choſen it for x i foundation of 
what I have to offer upon the head aſſign'd me; 
and 3 to diſcourſe from it in the following 
method. © 


I. I would repreſent the ccue ſenſe and proper 
import of the words. 

II. Shew what is the Romiſb doctrine of 
"es inſt it from it 
L Argue againſt 'it from it's n 
to the Mr, — docuine of cleanfiog fom tin 

by the. blood of Chriſt, as before repreſented. 


A 2 IV. Anſwer 
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IVV. Anfwer what may be objected gut inſt 
the concluſiveneſs of the argument propoſed. 


I. I would fairly ſtate the true ſenſe and 
import of the words. | 
I. By the blood of Chrift, we are to under- | 
ſtand his death, which was the natural conſe- 
. - quence of ſhedding his blood. And by this 
manner of expreſſing our Lord's death is ſigni- 
_ fy'd his dying as an expiatory ſacrifice, and 
ſo anſwering the types exhibited in the law of 
Moſes ;- concerning which the author of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſpeaks very fully, and 
particularly in the ninth chapter, to which I refer 
ou. 
- 2. By the cleanſing 


here attributed to the 
blood of Chriſt is meant directly and imme- 
diately a ſacriſical purgation. I do not exclude 
4 moral one as conſequent upon it : for no doubt 
we owe our whole ſalvation to the precious blood 
of Chrift, who was deliver'd up to death for us 
as 4 lamb without blemiſh and without ſpot, 
that he might redeem us from our vain conver- 
ſation, 1 Pet. i. 19. He gave himſelf for us 
' that be might redeem us from all . and 
. purify to himſelf a peculiar people 2ea L. good 
works, Titus ii. 14. His purgeth the con- 
ference from dead works, that we may ſerve the 
kving Gad, Heb. ix. 14. Thus our hearts: are 
purifyd by faith, and Chriſt is of God made 
_ fo us fand cation, Acts xy, g. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
But I fay the expreſſion in the text ſeems 
direftly to import a /acrifical- purgation or be- 
ing pardon'd by way of atonement, or in view 


Fol 


to an expiatory ſacrifice ; ſuch a forgrveneſs of 
Ins as is a cleanfing from all unrighteouſneſs by 
the blood of the Son of God; upon which ac- 
count God 1s repreſented as ' faithful and juſt 
in thus forgiving, ver. 9. according to that of 
St. Paul, Rom. Iii. 26. That he might be juſt, 
and the juſtifier of him which Aal in Feſus. 
However, the cleafſinig ſpoken of in the text, 
and the next verſe but one, muſt I think refer 
to the remiſſion of fin, becauſe the expreſ- 
ſions have a plain reference to a ficriſice. And 
theſe places in St. Jobn are parallel to that of 
the author to the Hebrews, ix. 14. Where the 
blood of Chriſt is ſaid to purge the conſcience 
from dead works. This the marginal references 
of the Yulgate ſhew to be the ſenſe of the Ramiſb 
divines. And very juſtly ; for it is the ſame 
phraſcology in both Epiſtles, and the ſenſe of 
it is very evidently facrifical in that to the 
Heorews. For, as Dr. Whitby obſerves, ©* 78 
r S leu here, as the compariſon clearly | 
cc ſhews, being in ſenſe the ſame with «Ma- 
„ Fe in the verſe preceding, muſt fignify 
« the cleanſing of the conſcience not from. 
« the inclination to fin, T the Holy Spirit, but 
< from the guilt of fin, by the blood ſhed for 
<« the remiſſion of it. And, faith he, this is 
the conſtant ſenſe of the word x4 Neu 
2 in ke Old Teſtament, when join d with 
8 dunn Hence then it follows, 
2 that the dead works from which their con- 
cc * was to be thus cleanſed muſt agnify 
< works which deſerved death, . at 


> Thus 


160 
Thus I underſtand theſe words as expreſſing 
what we have in many other places of ſcripture, 
which it is not at preſent neceſſary to mention. 
It may be ſufficient to refer you to that of St. 
Paul, 'Eph. i. 7. In whom we have redem ia 
thro" bis blood, the forgiveneſs of fins. 
forgiveneſs I take 74 7 to | f 
J. The perſons thus Haid d be cleanſed or for- 
given their ſins, are, no doubt, believers, all 
that are truly fo, who with the beart believe. 
According to that of St. Paul, Rom. x. 10. 
With the heart man believeth unto right 1 
Remiſfion of fins is thro faith in Chriſt's blood, 
Rom. iii. 25. And 3 obteou * of God ts by 
faith in Jeſus Chrift => and whoſoever 
believeth in him 40 receive remiſfon of fans, 
Acts x. 43. So chap. xiii. 38, 39. Be it known 
to you therefore, men and brethren, that through 
this man is preached unto you forgiveneſs of fins, 
and by bim all that believe are juſtify d from all 
things, &c. i. e. all true believers, whoſe cha- 
racter is, that Oy walk in the light, and not 
in darkneſs, and prove their faith by their works; 
for we deny a dead faith to be zuHying, what- 
ever our enemies may pretend, 
This doctrine of the forgiveneſs of fins "At 
the fake of Chriſt, upon faith profeſſed in bap- 
tiſm, was always an article of the Chriſtian 
creed, 1 fay for the jake of Chriſt : « Unto 
4 « which conſideration (fays the learned author 
950 the critical Hiſtory of the Creed) the wa- 
< ter in baptiſm, and the waſhing our bodies 
« therewith, directs us; fince it is impoſſible 
| e rining of that ls yr my 
: 


4 
4 


. 
se the ſtain and guilt of ſin in any other way 
& and manner than as it hath reference to, 
* and is a repreſentation of the blood of the 
« Lamb of Gad, which was ſpilt to take away 
e the ſins of the world. For water under the 
< evangelical diſpenſation is in itſelf no more 
Ba available to, the purging of the conſcience, 
„ and the pacifying divine wrath, than the 
e blood of bulls and goats was under the Mo- 
ts © ſaical and legal economy.” F. 369. 1 
The perſons thus cleanſed, I fay, are true 
believers, ſuch as believe with the heart, and 
make 2 free profeſſion of their faith, and Ie 
anſwerably to it. Of theſe it is fad, 
4. That the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth thin 
from all fin, mene, of fin, as it ĩs expreſſed 
Matt. x1. 13 0g 00g the blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Hob Ghoſt w t with 
faith in Chriſt. By him 14 that believe are 
juſtiſed from all . all ſins of whatever 
kind or degree, and however circumſtanced and 
diſtinguiſhed ; whether committed before that 
faith whereby we are juſtified, or after it. The 
forgiveneſs of all and all manner of fins before 
men's converſion to God by Chriſt, was never 
denied (that I can find) by any profeſſed Chri- 
ſtians. But beers all fins committed after 
the waſh ping regeneration, and renews 4 
the Holy Ghe tho never ſo ſcandalous bac, 
fenſive, are, upon renewal of faith and repen- 
44 — both by God and the church. 
This ider was den 23 by the pcs, 
who declared, bong Mc Wi jm, ua, 


#* them who ſnould fall after baptiſm, at. 


ever they 
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ee that the church could not forgive them, and 
receive them into communion again, but 
© muſt for ever exclude them her ſociety, and 
* leave them to the judgment of God.“ In 
oppoſition to which opinion the article of for- 
giveneſs of fins is thought to have been added 
to the creed OO OOTY See 
Crit. Hiſt. p. 360. 

No this ſcripture doctrine, one's by the 
primitive doctors of the church, whom we call 
Fathers, is the doctrine of the Reformed or 
[Proteſtant churches, viz. That to true belie- 
vers all their fins are freely forgiven by God, 
upon the account of the ie which Chriſt 


oſſer d when he died by ſhedding his blood on 


the croſs, and which he ever libes to lead in 
their behalf. Thus it is ſaid, that blood 


x4 e ff of God cleanſeth from all fn 


u. Fam next to ſhew Phat the church of 
Mee webe open this Bed or article of the 
1  ANE HE, to do her ju- 

the does/own,  . © 
= That Chriſt did die fo# our fn according 
robe fertpture'; that his blood is infinitely” me- 
FRorious ;/ and even ſay, thee doit feb) of Hf 
blood is fafficient to redeem * 
mean by it 
. That all true believers, 160k the Nike of 
Chriſt's meritorious death, are deliver'd from 


aemal death, and have a ſure title to eyerlaſt- 
n 


3. They ay, t eb Gs immune 


| gon the bp, and all that ſuffer martyr- F 


21 in? dom, 


[9] 
dom, and ſuch as are fully purged before death, 
go directly to heaven, and enjoy the beatifical 
viſion, not waiting for it till the day of judg- 


_ men 


But retend, that ſuch as die guil 
of leſſer — they call venial, before - 6-4 
have re for "theſe ordinary _—_ and 
ſuch as having been formerly guilty of greater 
ſins, have not made full atonement for them 
to the divine juſtice; that ſuch muſt go to pur- 
gatory : which, they tell us, is a middleſtate of 
ſouls which depart this life in God's grace, yet 
not without ſome leſſer ſtains or guilt of pu- 
niſhment, which retards them from entering 
into heaven. (I give you this account in the 

words of a little piece, which is induſtriouſſy 
ſpread about at preſent, called a Profeſſion of 
Cathelick Faith, &c.) 

Tho the particular place where theſe fouls 
ſuffer, or the quality of the torments which 
they ſuffer, be not decided by the church, yet 
it is owned they do ſuffer, and are in torment ; 
nay the catechiſm ſet out by order of the coun- 
cil of Trent, calls it a * purgatory-fire; and 
ſome of their allowed doQors repreſent the 
ſufferings there, as cauſed by the ſame fire as 
forments the damned in hell: yea Bellarmine 
owns, that almoſt all their divines teach, bat 
the damned and the fouls in purgatory are tor- 
mented in the ſame fire, and in the ſame place. 
6. They do not pretend that theſe ſufferings 
are for their moral purification, (as the afflicti- 
ons of this life are allowed to be) but for their 

| B cleanſing 


Cat. ad Paroch, 


= 


cleanſing in a way of ſatisfa&ion to the juſtice 


of God. 80 they mean by purgatory, not (as 


one wou'd at firſt hearing it imagine, and per- 
haps many miſtakingly apprehend) a place or 
ſtate in which the remainders of vitious habits 
or wrong inclinations are to be worn out or 


ed away for this they abſolutely deny 
— place in which they are not to repent or 


be ated but to ſatisfy ; and their purgato- 


ry-fire purges the conſcience from venial fins, 
(and ſome remainder of the guilt of mortal ones 
too) as the blood of Chriſt does from dead 
works; that is, makes ſatisfaction for them to 
the juſtice of God. 

7. They ſay, that ſouls in this diſtreſs are 
helped by the ſuffrages of the faithful; that 
is, by the prayers and alms offered for them, 
and principally by the holy facrifice of the maſs, 
(this is the account given by the forementioned 
author) and Papal indulgences, &c. 

8. They make this doctrine (for the ſub- 
ſtance of it) an article of faith, and enforce it 
with an anathema, i. e. curſe thoſe that do not 
believe it, or at leaſt all that have the courage 
to ſay they do not. For thus runs the — 
canon of the ſixth ion of the council of 
« If any ſhall fay, that after receiving —— 

"= of juſtification, any penitent — has 
| fault ſo forgiven, and the guilt of cter- 
* nal puniſhment taken away, that there re- 
* mains no guilt of temporal puniſhment to be 
« diſcharged either in this — or that to 
* come, in purgatory, before he can enter in- 

5 4 « to 
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« to the kingdom of heaven, let him be ac- 
ce curſed.” | W 

Thus I have given you a brief account of 
that purgatory, which the church of Rome obli- 
ges her people to believe upon pain of damna- 
tion. I am now | fy 


III. To argue againſt it from its repugnancy 
to the ſcripture dbetrine of cleanſing from fin 
by the blood of Chriſt, as before propoſed : of 
which you have heard more largely in a late 
diſcourſe of being juſtified freely by the grace of 
God, thro' our Lord "Jeſus Chriſt. Which is 
not only a truth, but an effential article of the 
Chriſtian” faith. See Rom. x. 3. 1 Cor. xv. 3. 
Gal. v. 4. Now to ſhew the oppoſition of this 
doctrine of purgatory to that of juſtification by 
the free grace of God in Chriſt, I ſhall obſerve 
ſeveral things. 

(..) This doctrine derogates from thoſe per- 
fections of God, which in the work of redemp- 
tion by Chriſt he deſigned to magnify----as 

I, His'goodnſs, grace, and mercy. This was 
it, that moved him not to ſpare his own Son; but 
deliver bim up for us all, Rom. viii. 32. Thus 
Epheſ. i. 6, 7. To the proj of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he bath made us accept in the 
beloved : In whom we have redemption thro" his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of "fins according to the riches 
of his grace. Herein God commendeth his love 
to us, that while we were yet ſinners Chrift died 
for us, Rom. v. 8. So 1 John iv. 10. Herein 
ts love, nat that we loved God, but that be loved 
k B 2 us, 
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us, and ſent his Son to 'be the proprtiation fo 
our fins. 

Now what a reflection is it upon the love 
and grace of God, that after ſuch a propitiation 
has been made, and ſuch a ſatisfaction given, 

he ſhould infiſt upon the ſufferings of thoſe, who 
ow th * — Chrift are all his chi laren; and 

ſe too ſo terrible ones, and ſo long as ma 

for ought the patrons of purgatory can tell, 

amount to ten thogſand times more than ever 
what all the ſaints pon earth ſuffer'd in the 
fleſh comes to. this conſiſt with the 
account we have even fr the Old Teftament, of 
his being the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long- ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs, 
keeping mercy for — forgiving iniguity, 
and tranſgreſion, and fin? Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
Do we not read of his being gracious, and full 
of compaſſion, flow to anger, and re 740 to forgive, 
and plenteous in mercy f- Pſal. cxlv. 8. Ixxxvi, 5. 

Are we not told, 2 he does not afflict willing- 
ly, nor grieve the children of men? Lam. ui, 
33. How moving are thoſe expreſſions, Hoy. 
xi. 8. How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How 
ſhall I deliver thee, Tjrael? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah? How ſhall 1 jet thee as Ze- 
beim? My heart is turned within me, my repen- 
tings are kindled together ! Does God expreſs 
himſelf ſo tenderly when his poor creatures are 
expoſed to temporal judgments, and give reaſon 
For that — of the prophet, How great 
18 his gooanefs ? Zech. ix. 17: And can we ima- 
dine that thoſe who are reconciled to him 2 


4 — 
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the death of his Son, and juſtify'd by his blood, 
can be tormented by him in a future ſtate after 
fo terrible a manner? In the New Teſtament we 
are told, that God is love, 1 John iv. 16. And 
is it to be thought he will ſo ſeverely correct 
his children; not for their good: for the Pa- 
piſts do not pretend there is any ſpiritual im- 
provement in purgatory: but merely 0 receiue 
ſatigfaction for their faults; yea ſuch . ſmall 
<« faults as the beſt of his ſervants are more 
«or leſs liable to:“ * and that after his dear 
Son had born their fins in bis own body on the 
tree? Is this the idea the church of Rome would 
give us of him who zs good to all, and whoſe tem- 
der mercies are over all bis works? Pal. cxlv. g. 
Is this conſiſtent with what we are told, that 
like as a father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord 
pitieth them that fear bim? Do earthly parents, 
that have any bowels or underſtanding, deal 
thus with their children? Or if ſometimes they 
do, can it be ſuppoſed that our heavenly Fa- 
ther is ſuch a one as they are? Good God! 
what difference do theſe make be:tween 
thee, and thoſe fathers of the fleſh, who correct 
their children after their own pleaſure ! 

I am well aware that the goodneſs of God 
1s Not to be impeach'd, merely. becauſe he pu- 
niſnes. But then I am alſo as ſure as I can be 
of any thing, that he never afflifts but when 
the caſe neceſſarily requires it, or the affliction 
may turn to the ſufferer's account; neither of 
which can be the caſe in this purgatory- fire. 
God may, without any derogation from his 
«x | more. 


? Profeſſ. p. 34. 
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more awful attributes, omit to exact any thing 
from thoſe for whom Chriſt died, by way of 
ſatisfaction, and therefore ſurely he 01. And 
as for any benefit ariſing to the ſufferers in pur- 
gatory, the Papiſts do not pretend to it; they 
own they cannot there merit, nor be el 
What benefit may ariſe from their ſufferings to 
the temporalities of the church is another thing; 
but (I am deſirous it ſhould be noted and re- 
membred) to the — wretches in that place of 
torment no benefit can accrue from their being 
there: And therefore as neither the honour of 
God's perfections and government require it, nor 
their own advantage, I muſt again fay, it ſeems. 
inconſiſtent with that benignity of the divine 
nature, which he has taught us ſo much to 
magnify. ; of 
2. This doctrine derogates from the idem 
- of God, which he deſign'd to magnify in the 
work of redemption thro' his Son's blood ; 
wherein he hath abounded towards us in all wif- 
dom and prudence,” Eph. i. 8. I know the turn 
given to this text by ſome writers. But a * 
commentator, who is in every body's hands, in 
his notes upon it, has faid a good deal to ſhew 
the wiſdom of this diſpenſation of God in ſend- 
ing his Son into the world to ſuffer for our fins, 
and by his ſufferings to make an atonement for 
them. I ſhall only refer you to him, and take 


it for granted at preſent]; eſpecially ſeeing the 

patrons of purgatory do not deny, that the do- 

ctrine of Chriſt crucified is the power of God 

and his w:/dom'too, 1 Cor. i. 24. Upon which 

$493 place 
®* Dr. Whithy in lo. | | 


| | we might be made 
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place their own Eſtius faith, © which [wiſdom} 
© he [God] ſhew'd, in that he redeemed his 
« elect by the humiliation and death of 
« Chyſt,”-.; | 

Now is it to the reputation of any wiſdom, 
to uſe means that are wholly needleſs to anſwer 
the ends in view, and without which they could 
be every whit as well reach'd ? Is not making 
fatisfaction to the juſtice and law of God the 
end of Chriſt's ſhedding his blood ? Is not that 
a ſufficient atonement, and every way. adapted 
to the purpoſe of expiation, without the aid 
of any other method of ſatisfaction? I hope 
this will not be denied mY 2 who have ſpoken 
ſo magnificently of one ſing REY of the pre- 
cious blood which our Lord ſh What, is 
not the blood of God a plenary ſatisfaction? 
The church of Rome holds the full and pr 
divinity of our bleſſed Saviour; and upon hes 
principle can they think it not enough, that 
be was made ſin, 1 a ſin-offering] for us, that 

the righteouſneſs of God in bim, 

I Cor. v. 21. but after all, we muſt fatisfy for 
ourſelves in purgatory-fire? Let me defire them 
to conſider, whether this does not highly reflect 
upon the wiſdom of God, that he thould Jay 
upon his Son the iniquity of us all, and then make 
us either bear a great deal of our own-burden, 
or commute for it with rifles. I ſay trifiles, 
for ſo are all the equivalents which the eſpouſers 
of purgatory propoſe. 
Men may be helped there, it ſeems, (and 
therefore to = ſure may be kept from thence) 
* rd the ſuffrages of the faithful, that 3s 1 
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ee the prayers and alms offered for them: : That 
is, im ſhort, by giving money to the church and 
its poor : y by: the facrifice of 
the Maſs, which the prieſt muſt be well paid 
r yers and alms a 
triflle abjolutely; but when they 
come 2 the perfect nl 
Chriſt made, they 3 trifles. As 
for the ſacrifice of the maſs, we muſt take leave 
to treat that in no other manner, till they have 
proved their famous doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tation. Otherwiſe, ſurely, ſaying a few Latin 
words over a piece of bread and cup of a wine, 
and preſenting them before an altar, is too 
mean a thing to ſerve the purpoſes it pretends 
to anſwer. 
ds a wiſh man, be has received all 
and reaſonable ſatisfaction for an offence, 
infiſt upon what can ſerve no manner of 
_ poſe? And can we think the wiſdom of God 
will it him to demand, beſide a full price 
vy he has received from his Son, an addi- 
tion of things which cannot increaſe the ſum 
a ſingle mite ? Is this the notion theſe men A 
of the only we G? 
3. This doctrine of purgatory carries in it a 
reflection upon the 7u/tice of God, If any thing 
could be added to the price with which we are 
bought, can juſtice inſiſt upon it, when he has 
| the ranſom? He might have choſen 
whether he would admit a ſubſtitution or vi- 
carious puniſhment : and he had a right to in- 
ſiſt upon ſuch limitations as were pro w_ 
1 9 benefit of f 
| — 


117 
penſation. This he has done in fettling the 
cCovenant of grace, which is called the everlaſting 
covenant, and is ratify'd in the Redeemer's blood. 
The ſum of which is, that all true believers 
ſhall be ſaved from wrath; and live for ever; 
Fohn iii. 16. „ boſce wer believeth in him Dall 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Now of 


the ſatisfaction which Chriſt made; under the 


limitations agreed to, God has declared his ap- 

bation and acceptancs by raifing Chriſt from 
the dead, and ſending forth his Spirit to con- 
firm the teſtimony of his ambaſſadors, 79 wit, 


that God was in Chriſt reconciling the world. 


unte himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes, 2 Cor. 
v. 19. And it follows, ver. 2 1. For be hath 
made him to be fin for us who knew no fin, that 
we might be mage the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. And all this without any limitation, 

but this, that they believe and profeſs, and walk 

in the light, i. e. be holy in heart and life, 

Not one word 1s ſaid of believers making fatif= 
faction for themſelves in a middle fate. We 
are aſſured that there is no condemnation to them 
that are in Chriſt Feſus. Rom. viii. 1. And 
therefore juſtice itſelf can require nothing more 
befide what was ſtipulated. So that I fay, the 
very juſtice of God itſelf, which was deſign d to 
be honour d by this diſpenſation, is ſlurred by 
repreſenting him. as making farther demands. 
We are ht with a price which our Re- 


deemer has paid, and the payment of it ſolemn- 
ly acknowledged, and accepted in the behalf of 
all his living members, who bring forth fruit 
unto God: And can Ster demand — 


if 
Le | 
H 
| 
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If it be no wrong to us, ſurely it would be 
injurious to his Son, with whom no doubt a 
righteous God will keep covenant; and it 
would be injuſtice not to do it. But this 
leads me to obſerve, that, 

4: This doctrine flurs the divine truth and 
fincerity. God is a God of truth; and in the 
ſufferings of his Son, he fulfilled the 
made to the fathers. All the promiſes of for- 
giveneſs under the Old Teſtament, had furely 
a reference to the Meſſiah, (as no man can 
doubt, that reads the 53 of Taiab.) Now how 
full and ſtrong do they run! Forgiving ini- 
quity, — and fin. Tranſgreſſion is 
faid to be forgiven, fin cover'd, iniquity not 
imputed, Pfal. xxxii. 1. With the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 
And be ſhall redeem Ijrael from all his iniguities, 
Xxx. 7, 8. Tho' their fins be as ſtarlet they ſhall 
be as white as ſnow, tho they be red like crimſon 
they | ſhall be as wool, Iſa. i. 18. He will have 
mercy ; be will abundantly pardon, Iv. 7. We 
read of the greatneſs 'and multitudes of his 
tender mercies. I will, faith God, forgrve 
their iniquities, and remember their fin no more, 
Jer. xxxi. 34. And in the prophet Micab, vii. 
18, Ge. (who foretold where Chriſt ſhould be 
born) we have a ſtrong paſſage, Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
paſſeth mY the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of his 
heritage ? He retaineth not his anger for ever, 
becauſe he delighteth in mercy ; he will turn a- 
gain; he will have compaſſion upon us ; be will 
— our iniquities, and thou wilt af all our 


ſons 
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fins into the depths of the ſea. And then it fol- 
lows, Thou wilt perform thy truth to Facob: 
(7 hope the Papiſts will bear with this profu- 
on of — out of the Old Teſtament, 
ſince they make uſe of ſo many in defence of 
their purgatory- fire.) Now, Rom. iii. 4. Let 
God be true, but every _ a har. According- 
ly, now the ri dient of God without the law 
1s manifeſted, —__ witne 700 by the law and the 
fs; even the 71 — of God which is 
by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all and upon all 
them that believe, &c. 21, 22. What ſaid 
the ſeripture ? Abraham believed God, and it 
Was — unto bim for righteouſneſs. Nor 
Was it — or his 2 alone, but for us 
«jo, 4 F we 700 eve on him that raiſed up Feſus 
the dead, who was delivered for our offences 
and raiſed again for our juſtification, Rom. iv. 
23. Thoſe things which God before had ſhewed 
the mouth of all his prophets that Chrijt ſhould 
Juffer, he bath ſo fulfilled, Acts in. 18. 
| Now if God had promiſed an abſolute and 
plenary forgiveneſs of fin thro' Chriſt, to all 
that believe, repent and are converted, (ver, 19.) 
does it not reflect upon his faithfulneſs. if when 
the affair comes forth, there appears ſuch a 
reſerve as was never taken notice of in the 
original declaration of grant, nor ſpecified in 
the actual conveyance. If the goſpel, after its 
publication by thoſe to whom God bare wit- 
neſs, be declared to be according to the tenor 
of the ancient . evangelical promiſes to the fa- 
thers, without f. ing any. — lend: 
this do honour. to a s truth and — 
N 
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if it appears that there was a limitation un- 
known and unthought of by the church of old, 
and not plainly fignified upon the opening a 
new diſpenſation ? 

And this ſeems. by the way, to be a "CE? 
hardſhip upon — under this new diſpen- 
ſation, that they are liable to the torments of 
purgatory- fre, which our adverſaries will not 
lay was prepar'd for the Old Teſtament ſaints: 
There having been, it ſeems, a Limbus ap- 
pointed for them; in which, according to 
the account they give of the matter, there was 
no torment. 

So that in ſhort the doctrine of purgatory 
ſeems to be contrary to al] our notions of the 
mercy, wiſdom, juſtice and faithfulneſs of God, 
which he deſigned to honour in the goſpel fal- 
vation. | 
(2. F arther, this doctrine is diſhonourable to 
Chriſt, who is, by his all-cleanfing blood, ze 
propitiation for our fins, 1 John ii. 2. St. John 

4-2 us, * ext — the Son, Join 
as they honour the Father, v. 23. The proper 
and full divinity of the Son is not deny'd by the 
church of Rome. So that any doctrine deroga- 
tory to him is equally criminal as if it con- 
cera'd the Father. Now the apoſtle Paul, 
(whom the council of Trent makes the author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews) — us, that 
Chriſt has by — a ego. ur I. => 
That he put * aer of of bim 
A ix. 26. That one offering be bath per- 
*fetted for 3 — x. 14. 
Ke. completely 1 ſins of them 


. that 


Es 
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that are ſanctified thro' faith in his blood, 
*- procuring the remiſſion of fins,” * And of this, 
faith he, the Holy Ghoſt alſo is @ witneſs ; for 
after he had ſaid before, This is the covenant, 
&c. he adds, Their fins and their iuiguities 
J will remember no more, ver. 15, 16, 17. 
Therefore any other methods of expiation 
pretended to are a reflection upon the atone- 
ment which Chriſt made as inſufficient. And 1 
would intreat the Romaniſts to conſider whe- 
ther hig blood is not ſufficient to cleanſe from 
all fin, without the torments of purgatory, or 
the poor equivalents that are to ſuperſede them. 
They and we agree in being amaz'd at it as in- 
finite condeſcenſion, that God ſhould be mani- 
feſted in the fleſh, and in that fleſh bear our 
ſins in order to their expiation ; and can it 
enter into our minds, that the atonement he 
made ſhould not of itſelf anſwer all purpoſes 
to true Chriſtians, without there being any 
manner of room for the merits of fnzers, (for 
ſo all the ſaints in their beſt eſtate on earth 
were) in order to our deliverance from that 
torment by which they muſt otherwiſe ex- 
piate their own offences? 

Is this honouring Chriſt to tell us of a ſtate 
of torment, which thoſe for whom he died 
muſt go to, and tarry an unknown time, till 
they are reliey d by the ſuffrages of the faith- 
ful, in order to fatisfy for thoſe: errors for 
which the Son of God has ſhed his moſt pre- 
cious blood? Is it to the honour of - Chriſt 
that he cannot, or will not fave the W 


® Whitly in loc, 
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his own body, (which all true Chriſtians are) 
from the whole demerit of their fins, without 
the aid of ſuch merits as thoſe of a Thomas a 
| Becket, diſpenſed out of a treaſury kept by an 
Alexander, a Bomface, or a Julius? And yet 
thus it ſeems it muſt be, that either true peni- 
tents muſt make full atonement for their greater 
ſins here, or go to purgatory to effect it when 
they die. And ſome of God's beſt ſervants, 
if they happen to die ſuddenly before they have 
repented * an idle word, (which they give as 
5 venial fin,) muſt have the ſame 
Ot. 
Bleſſed 7 Is this the love of thine which 
paſſeth knowledge ? Is this what thy apoſtle calls 
unſearchable riches ? Is this the grace which 
he celebrates, that rh thou waſt rich, yet for 
our fake thou becameſt poor ; that we, the thy 
poverty, might be made rich? Was this the 
meaning of Hove call of thine, Come unto me all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will 
give you reft, that they ſhould ſtill be liable to 
a yoke ſo much heavier than that of Jewiſh 
rites and ceremonies, even a ſort of tem 


hell? Is it thus, that the Lamb of God takes 
away the fins of the world, and that thy blood 
gs us from all. fin, that after all our faith 


Tube author of the profeſſion of cathelick faith, &e. ſpeaks 
cautiouſly. But if any would know what exceeding great crimes 
are reckon'd but ſlight and venial faults by the Popiſh doctrine, 
let them confult the 8th chapter of a book entitled, De Practical 


die/inity of the Papiſs diſcover d to be diructive of chriſtianity 


end mi, fouls, -publiſh'd in the year 1676, by Mr. David 


Clarkſer, who was ejected from Mortlack in Surry for non- con- 
formty, and preached the 12th ſermon in the 3 


agar Popery concerning juſtiß cation. 
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and proof given of its being genuine, we muſt 
make atonement for our ſelves here; or if even 
providence itſelf by ſudden death, or the loſs f 
reaſon, prevents our doing it here, muſt do it in 
the horrors of a purgatory? Haſt thou ſo 
paid our debt, that there is a large part of it 
which we muſt diſcharge our ſelves, or our 
friends for us, before we can get to heaven, or 
elſe muſt be caſt into a priſon from whence we 
cannot go till we have paid the uttermoſt fur- 
thing, Matt. v. 26. which text the Profeſhon, 
&c. alledges for a proof of purgatory, and 
e of St. Cyprian : of which 

b er 


(3.) This purgatory- fire is d://honourable to the 
De Spirit, whoſe office is to apply the re- 
demption purchaſed by Chriſt, and whom the 
church of Rome owns to © be with the Father 
and the Son together worſhipped and glo- 
« rified.” ----He was promiſed to guide the apo- 
ſtles _ were appointed to publiſh the goſ- 
pel ſalvation) into all truth, But this impor- 
tant doctrine of purgatory either was not re- 
vealed to them, or elſe they ſhunned to declare 
this part of the coun/e/ of God, as far as we can 
find in their writings; and that it was handed 
down from them by any unwritten tradition, 
we muſt have better evidence than has yet been 

before we can believe it. And ſure 
it is a diſhonour to the Holy Ghoſt to ſuppoſe 
him to direct a company of men (whom they 
call a councii) to anathematize thoſe who do not 
receive what was not written in thoſe ſcri 
which were given by his inſpiration ; ”"m— 


2 ], 


if ſuch a doctrine ſtands in full and direct res 
gnancy to an eſſential article of the Chriſtian 
Rich, as this doctrine of purgatory does; at 
leaſt it ſeems to do ſo: 1 
Holy Ghoſt would no where give us an 
count of this middle ſtate of ſouls whiah in de- 
part this life in God's grace, and yet into for- 
ment ? That he ſhould mention heaven and hell 
ſo expreſsly (when a future ſtate of rewards and 
1 appeared reaſonable to many that 
no revelation) and at the ſame time ſhould 
take no notice of this ſame purgatory- fire, which 
cannot be known but by revelation ; and that 
he ſhould give no manner of directions about 
the method of eſcaping or getting out of it ? 
And thus we muſt ſpeak till the partizanggf 
Rome can agree to point us out to ſome, gs 
ture that ſpeaks plainly: to their purpoſe. 
Beſides, is it not diſhonourable to the Holy 
Spirit, to repreſent his work in the application 
of what Chriſt has purchaſed to believers as im- 
perfect? Is not what he does, when he works 
faith in us, and ſo unites us to Chriſt, and 
makes us partakers of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 
4. ſufficient to qualify us for the full remiſſion 
of fin purchaſed by Chriſt, without our own | 
ſufferings in purgatory, by Which it is preten- 
ded that the merits of Chriſt are applied? Surely 
there is enough in what the Spirit works in be- 
lievers to put them in a condition to receive the 
full benefit of what Chriſt has purchaſed. 
And we ought to think ſo, ſeeing faith and 
repentance are all that is mention d in ſcrip- 


[ 23] 
ture as n to this purpoſe, and no notice 
taken of other ſatisfactions. 

I ſhall only add, Is it to the honour of the 
bleſſed Spirit of God, that he ſhould encourage 
believers in ſeveral places of ſcripture to hope 
for a freedom from all uneaſineſs, and an ad- 
miſſion into paradiſe, upon the diſſolution of 
their earthly tabernacles, when at the ſame time 
they are expoſed to a middle ſtate of torment, 
in which * may ſuffer more intenſe pains 
than ever they felt on earth, even when they 
were weary with their groaning, all night have 
made their bed to ſivim, and watered their couch 
with thetr tears, Pal. vi. 6. But this leads me 
to another head. | 
( 4.) This doctrine directly tends to ſpoil much 
of the comfort, which ſhould ariſe in believers 
minds from a ſenſe of their reconciliation: to 
God, thro' the blood of his Son; and conſe- 
quently to abate the gratitude they ſhould ex- 
preſs, and the freedom they ſhould uſe in their 
ter their heavenly Father, Of this 

apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. v. 15. Therefore 
being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God. 
thro our Lord Jeſis Chrift. By whom adio we. 
have acceſs, by faith, into this grace wherein 
we ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
And not only fo, but we glory in tribulations alſo, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience, and 
patience experience, and experience bope, and hope 
maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of Ged is 
Wed abroad in our hearts by tbe Holy Ghoft, 
which 1s given to us. From this, and ſuch like 


paſſages in ſcri , all that are in the 
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of God, (as every one that after death goes to 
purgatory is ſuppoſed to be) may juſtly take 
great comfort; but what a damp muſt it caſt 
upon their ſpirits, when they think of the ſatiſ- 
faction they are to make in the purgatory- fire? 

And how can they, as otherwiſe they might, 

joy in God thro our Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whom. 
they have now receriv'd the atonement ? Rom. v. 
11, "Chriſtian joy is the beſt friend to grati- 
tude, and all the proper expreſſions of it in the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, and therefore the apoſtle 
would have believers rejoice evermore. Rejocice, 
faith he, in the Lord aluuys; and again I ſay 
rejoice, Phil. iv. 4. And I cannot help think- 
ing, that a doctrine which has ſuch an unfriend- 
ly aſpect upon the comfort of believers, is by 
no means dictated by the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 
- It certainly abates the relief we ſhould find 
againſt the laviſh fear of death, when we think 
that tho Chriſt has overcome him that had the 
power of death, that is, the dewil ; yet for ought 
we know, or can know, without ſome ſort of 
revelation, we may happen to lie in purgatory 
till the day of judgment; ſo muſt loſe the com- 
fort of all thoſe texts that would encourage us 
to look on death with pleaſure, and make us 
defire to be diſſolved, 2 with Chrift in pa- 
radiſe; ſince unleſs we are not only in the grace 
of God, but ſomething very extraordinary too, 
we ſhall not be fo happy as the penitent thief, 
who was with Chriſt in paradiſe the day he 
expired; but may perhaps lie a great while in 
extremity of pain, even as long as our bodies 
* 19 ſhall 
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ſhall continue in the grave. If this be dying in 
the Lord, and fleeping in Fefus, and the re 
which good men are to expect when they put 
off this tabernacle, the. ſcriptures 
ſtrangely miſunderſtood, - and that not only by 
us poor hereticks, but by the carlieſt fathers of 
the church, for whom our purgatory-fire-men. 
profeſs the greateſt reverence, and by whoſe 
unanimous conſent they are engaged to interpret 
the holy oracles. * The all agree, that good 
men, when they died, were preſently in a fate 
of happineſs.” This was the ſenſe of the primi- 
tive church for at leaſt the rſt four centuries, 
as has been abundantly evidenced by the divines 
of the Reformation; and we ſtand ready to 
maintain it, as often as we are call'd to it. I ſhall 
' only give you a paſſage out of St. Oyprian, 
which is greatly to my preſent purpoſe; and 1 
ſingle out that father, becauſe our preſent con- 
vert- makers mention him as interpreting the text 
22 of paying the uttermqi — 
in of their purgatory, as I ob be- 
fore. Let us embrace, ſaith he, the day 
that affigns to every one his habitation, that 
delivers us from theſe warldly ſnares, and re- 
e ſtores us to the heavenly kingdom. Who, 
being abroad, would not haſten to return 
into his on country? Who, haſtening to 
e fail home, would not heartily wifi for a 
good wind, that he might ſpeedily embrace 
* his friends? We may reckon paradiſe for our 
country; we have begun already to have the 
* patriarchs for our parents; why then do we 
ITCH D 2 « not 
* See Oed of Pia IVW... 
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te not haſten and run to ſee our country, and 
1c ſalute our parents? eee 
xc expect us there; a numerous com | 
te rents, brethren and ſons, deſire 83 
«© ſecure' of their own. immortality, but now 
<«. ſollicitous about our ſalvation. How great 
«muſt their and our joy be, in the mutual 
« ſeeing and each other? What 
e muſt be the pleaſure of the heavenly king- 
„ doms, r but a 
b. ce of aue life? There is a glorious 
apoſtles, there | is the number of 
e the — prophets, there is the innumer- 
able company o martyrs, l for the 


the fleſh and body; there are the charitable, 
„ ho are rewarded for their works of righ- 
<< teouſneſs, in feeding and giving to the poor; 


ho, by 2 precepts of the Lord, 


4 — PR trimony unto the 
1 heavenly treaſury. To dearly beloved 
. brethren, let us haſten, e ſpee- 


* dily with theſe, that fa we may peu 
«come to Chriſ. 
Thus this father, who wrote d Ce 
tury ; comforted the Chriſtians of his age againſt 
W fear of death, and exhorted them chearful- 
ly to receive it, And if this be conſiſtent 
with the modern doctrine of purgatory, I am 
content they 3 _ b b er their 
n ny 5p? . 
IC | Howerer, 


Se Crit, Hit. of the c pages + 
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However, the holy ſcripture (and THAT isthe 
religion of Proteſtants) mentions but 
reſt and comfort, joy and bleſſedneſs to thoſe, 
who die in the of him, who has loved them 
and waſhed them from their fins in his own blood, 
Rev: i. 5. They are faid to ret from their la- 
hours, Rev. xiv. 13; which, as archbiſhop T.. 
Hotfon obſerves, *© they cannot be ſaid to do, 
who are in a ſtate of great anguiſh and tor- 
«© ment, as thoſe are ſuppoſed to be, who are 
in tory.” Nor is it eaſy to imagine, 
why ſhould have ſo much courage as to be 
willing to be ab/ent the if are 
to — — "— the 125 . 
that bought-them, 3 —— 
horrors and agonies of that middle of tor- 
ment. If it be ſaid, that this rg and preſence 
ith the Bord, is peculiar to martyrs, 
and ſome very good men, I would know what 
authority they have for that limitation; and 1 
am ſure that muſt be a very plain authority that 
can be ſet in o to what has been of- 
fer d upon this argument, by our Reformed 
writers. This leads me ta tha next branch af 


my diſcourſe, vx. 
V. To auger what may be aid againſt 
the conclufiveneſs of the t upon which 


J have infiſted, viz. That the Ramiſb tenet of 
Purgatory is oppoſite to the ſcripture doctrine, 
of cleanſed from all fin by F the blood-os 
Chriſt, as before ee rt. 
ments to prove purgatory are objections again 
tp nn 


® 2 Cor, v. 8. 
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rial ſhall be conſider d. They plead ſcripture, 
—— nee nnn 


. \ Scripture is-allede'd. Aut tiers I frankly 
— that all the arguments I have offer d from 
che doctrine of the plenary ſatisfaction of Chriſt 
againſt purgatory, uf be given up, if it has 
plain ſcripture to ſupport it. Then inſtead of 


it we muſt reconcile it as well as we 
can with thoſe texts that ſeem to make againſt 
it and ſhew there is no real contradiction be- 
tween the two articles of _ and that they 


conſiſtent. Thus, we own the puniſhing of 
Liners with euerigfting diſtruction . a 
fiſtent with all we ſay of the love of God, and 
the grace of Chriſt; becauſe it appears plainly 


from ſcripture, that the finally impenitent, and 
unbelicving, can have no relief by the great 
propitiation--which we have been of. 


Thus we admit alſo, that believers — —— 3 


are o Wait the whole time of life, ore they 
rr 

tions which no-, make them fo — 5 ven, 
and muſt tarry till the great. day before they re- 
cave; their perfect con ſummmation and blefſin 

and that notwithſtanding the/Redevmer's bear. 
ang heir fins, und dying for them, they muſt 


all die, and their bodies fee n; becauſe 
e has aſſured, what confirms, 
that ir it appointed for all men once to die. And 


tho the blood of the Son of God was ſufficient 
to have ſecured all believers an immediate tran- 
lation into full conſummate happineſt both in 
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body and ſoul, yet we own that things are 
otherwiſe — by the divine wiſdom, as ** 
pears in fact. 

In like manner, if it appear d from 14336 
ſeripeare,| that believers muſt make ſuch a ſatis- 
faction as is pretended in purgatory, we muſt 
be content to adore the riches of God's love, 
and the grace of Chriſt, that however, they 
ſhall not finally and for ever periſh, but at lat 
have eternal life: I ſay plain ſcripture, and not 
from a few dark texts wreſted to ſerve a turn, 
and which no man would have ever thought to 
be to the purpoſe, if he ee A „ 
doctrine for granted. 

And this I verily believe to be the caſe. The 
church of Rome ſaw fit, for ſeveral valuable con- 
federations, to enact the belief of a purgatory ; 
and then all the wit of her ableſt men was im- 
ploy'd to ſearch for ſcriptures that might ſupport 
it. Were not this the bottom of the buſineſs, 
could they poſſibly produce ſo many texts that 
are evidently nothing to the purpoſe. Por in- 
ſtance, ſome. of them fay, that the flaming 
ſword, mention'd Gem iii. 24. was a witneſs 
* to finners, that they mult paſs thro' purgatory 
« to iſe.” To which 1 hope I need make 
no anſwer; but ſhall only remark, in thewords 
of one of our fathers (who made a vigorous 
ſtand againſt Popery fifty years ago,) A fla- 
ming ſword ſeem'd a good weapon, a 
e were willing to take it into their hands; and 
indeed their great argument for * "thei ar- 
4 1 fire and ſword. T 

Bellar- 
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Bellar mine himſolf alledges, P/al. lxvi. 12. A 
walked thru fire and water, and thou broughbteſt 
ws into @ wealthy place. To which, faith Mr. 
Bramſtone +, we will anſwer him in the words 
of an applauded Biſhop of their own (F:/ber 


of Rocheſter.) © I _ not ſuch trifling as 
« this, which explains this place of purga- 
« tory.” And indeed all arguments they bring 
from the Old Teſtament, are arrant triflings, 
Bellarmine in effect owns it, when he confeſſes 
they are (all but one) only probable arguments: 
which are very unfit to eſtabliſh an article of 
faith, which muſt be receiv'd upon pain of 
damnation :---for ſo the Cardinal oy de- 
clares, that he muſt burn for ever in hell that 
« denies purgatory.” | {364 
- You will be perhaps curious to know what . 

that /ing/e teſtimony from the Old Teſtament 
is, which the great champion of the church of 
Rome ſo much confides in.---But perhaps you 
will be ſurpriſed when I tell you that you can't 
find it in your Bible, but muſt look for it in 
the Apocrypha, 2 Maccab. xii. 41, &c. How- 
ever, as this book by the confeſſion of our ad- 
verſaries was never receiv'd as canonical by the 
Jews, to whom were committed the oracles of 
God, I ſhall be excuſed from anſwering the 
paſſage they refer to. And may juſtly add, that 
(uppoling it was what the council of Trent 
declar'd it,) it is no ways clear for the 
pact of that to which it is apply'd by them. 
'his is affirm'd -by our excellent Primate yo 
whom the Proteſtant religion and liberty itfelf 
OWes 


+ Anſwer to text; which P apifts cite for purgatory, p. 609. 
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owes: ſo much, that while men have any value 
for either, his name will remembred with 
hondur,) and what he afferts he proves fo fully, 

that I hall only refer to what he has ſaid in his 
Aiſcoutſe on purgatory, p. 14, 15, 16. To 
which if our modern diſputants have any thing 
to reply, I aſſure them 2 ſhall not want an 
anſwer.” I ſhall only add, 8 has been often 
obſerved, and particularly by the learned L. 
lus , that it is aſtoniſhing, that the 

* doctors. 'of the church of Rome ſhould bring 
4 evidence out of the Old Teſtament to prove 


putgatoty, hen they will not affirm that 
there was any ſuch thing, or that any when 
4 


died went to it.“ I add, eſpecially, that 
ld lay their main ſtreſs upon a bqok 
whoſe character is ſo dubieus, that one of their 
own writers tells us, that the doctrine of pur- 
oe is more certain and evident than the au- 
'of that book; and that more evident 
things gs are not to be proved by thoſe that «> 
tefs 10. T 
Indeed 5f they vil make out heir doQrine 
of purgatory, we muſt expect it from the New 
Teſtament; Where we may imagine ſuch an 
important article of faith to be clearly revealed, if 
there be any thing in it. Here their late au- 
thor preſents us with that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 
in. 13---15. Every man's work ſhall be made 
manifeſt. For the day ſhall declare it, becauſe 
it ſhall be revealed by fire; and the fire ſhall try 
every mau, work of what" fort it is. F any 
E man's 


De purgatorio, | 
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men's work abide which he baſe, built therey 
be ſhall receive a reward. If man's 
—_ 55 e he ſpall /i 2 PT My but 5 
himſe ll et ſ% as 
08 ne a5 a * — over A pad 
before he would find purgatory in it; pony 
came with a ſtrong prepoſſeſſion in ' favour of 
that opinion. If we conſider the ſcope of the 
apoſtle (by which furely we are to interpret 
his writings,) we ſhall find that he is ſpeaking 
of ſome .. held indeed the foundation, of 
| Chriſtianity, but built upon it ſuch doctrines 
and practices as would not bear the trial; which 
he repreſents as wood, bay and ſtubble, which 
are not proof againſt the fire. Such a perſon, 
the apoſtle tells us, hath brought himſelf into 
a very dangerous ſtate, 'tho' ———ů — | 
the poſſibility of his. falvation, ,as. archbiſhop 
Tillotſon obſerves, and adds, that being ſaved ſo 
as. by fire, or yo 14 fire, is a proverbial 
phraſe uſed not on in ſcripture but in pro- 
fane authors to gui a narrow eſcape out of 
great danger. Thus Amos Iv. 11. Te were as 
4 — — luck d out of. the burning, and 
Jude 23. Others ſave with fear, Placking ** 
the 5 
9 N be the ſenſe of this. 
is it ſo plain a declaration of their doctrine of 
tory, that the evidence of it cannot be 
withſtood, and no other probable account can 
be given of it ? Does it appear ſo P lainly 2 
this text, that (according to our author) 
os as both in their faith, and in the practice * 
* lives have ſtuck to the foundation, 
$6 which 
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* which is Chriſt jeſus, ſo as not to forfeit 
e his grace by mortal fin, tho they have been 
« otherwiſe guilty of great imperfections by 
« building wood, hay and ſtubble upon this 
« foundation, (yea though the fins of which 
te they have been guilty are but ſmall, which 
« even God's beſt ſervants are more or leſs liable 
« to, as he had faid juſt before,) that ſuch 
« muſt paſs through a fiery trial, and that by 
c it is meant their purgatory? * Ts it evidently 
the deſign of the apo En in this paſſage to lay 
it down as an article of faith, that ſuch perſons 
as 74 mention muſt make ſatisfaction in pur- 
fire? Does the ſcope of the apoſtle na- 
— y lead to this, and can he not be under- 
ſtood of the damage that the falſe apoſtles and 
their deluded followers ſhould ſuſtaĩin by cor- 
rupting the pure goſpel of Chriſt, and de- 
parting from its fimplicity upon worldly con- 
—— Are the Papiſts ſure that no un- 
ſon can underſtand it (as reaſon- 
aby at 2. 7 of ſuch doctrines and practices 
which might be built upon the foundations 
of Chriſtianity to the great hazard and danger 
of men's falvation, and particularly of the do- 
ctrine of purgatory ? Concerning which the 
excellent author before mention'd tells us f, 
Tan mean by it an eſtate of tem ney 

« puniſhments after this life, from whic 

* may be tranſlated into heaven by the depen 
« of the living and the facrifice of the Maſs; 
* and adds, That this doctrine was not known 
in the primitive church, nor can be proved 
E 2 2 08 from 
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«from ſcripture, we have the free acknowledg - 
<«. ment. of as learned and eminent men as any 
of their church; which, is to acknowledge, 
that it is a ſu perſtruCture | -upon the Chriſtian, 
e religion. . tho indeed in one ſenſe it be 
«<2 building of gad and er upon the founda- 
tion of Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt re- 
venues which this doctrine (and that of in- 
&* dulgences which depends upon it) brings into 
<« the church, yet 1 not but in the apo- 
« ſtle's ſenſe it will be found hay and Habil. 
«© But how groundleſs ſoever it =] it's too gain- 
C ful a doctrine to be parted with.” And he 
has a paſſage in another * ſermon to the ſame 
purpaſe. They pretend a mighty bank and 
treaſure of merits in J which they 

« ſell to the people for ready money, giving 
e them bills of exchange from the Pope to pur- 

<« gatory, "4g the —— grant them have no 
« reaſon, to think t y wyl avail them or be 
© mp n teen; worlds | | 

It may be ſaid, this interpretation of St. Pauls 
Words was the ſenſe of a poor blind heretick, 
But I would fain know how it came to paſs, 
that ſo many doctors of their own church 
could not ſee this article of faith in i 
a text. How was it 2 thould 
that ** we ought nat to lay any refs; 3 
<< of purgatory upon of ſcripture,” par- 
ticularly mentioning. this which I am now con- 
fidering. And that — martyr 4 Fiſber ſhould 
on, ths * he could not TY 1 any 
5 1 one 

. Serm, 30. 
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te oneſcripture, that would force one to conſeſs 
« a purgatory : and if there be any ſuch, faith 
« he, it has hitherto eſcap'd the moſt diligent 
* enquirers.” I ſhould not mention Peter Cotton 
the Jeſuit, if I had not the authority of fo 
ve and faithful an hiſtorian” as their own 
auus, who among other queſtions, propoſed 
this to the evil ſpirit in a pretended Demontzac : 
% What place of ſcripture there was by which 
6c atory muſt evidently be proved.” 

But to return: Bellarmine tells us that this text 
zs one af the obſcureſt but yet moſt profitable 
ones [for that purpoſe: ] upon which“ one ob- 
ſerves, S0 illuſtriouſly manifeſt is their cauſe 
in the ſcriptures, that its higheſt advantages 
*© are the deepeſt obſcurities, and its cleareſt 
light treaſur d up in the profoundeſt dark- 
cc nets.” | | | 

But what is moſt to be wonder'd at is, that 
none of the Greek fathers could ſee this dactrine 
ſo evidently propoſed in this text; Thesdoret 
and Theophyla& interpreting the fire here ſpoke 
of to be the fire of hell, and the day which 
is to reveal it the day of judgment.---And that 
the Greek church neither at this day does, nor 
ever did receive this doctrine, how plainly ſo- 
ever it is pretended by fome to be held forth 
in the ſcripture. From whence by the way, 
as was obſerved long ago, © we need no clearer 
te evidence, to ſhew that the whole buſineſs of 
te - purgatory is but an error of the Latin church, 
f* and not an article of the Catholick fait h. 
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I have been the longer upon this text, be- 
cauſe it is ſet foremoſt in the liſt of thoſe which 
our modern author faith, the fathers and eccle- 
fiaſtical writers interpret of purgatory; and 
becauſe the anſwer I have given to this may be 
applied to all the reſt they alledge, as far as I am 
directly concern d. I mean that none of them 
are plain and clear enough to found an arti- 
cle of faith upon, and fo put us to difficulty 
when we affirm that the doctrine of purga- 
tory ſatisfaction ſtands in oppoſition to that of 
atonement by Chriſt's blood. And if any of 
the labourers in the Raman harveſt, who at pre- 
ſent ſwarm among us, tell you otherwiſe, I 
ſhall only fay, let them pitch upon one fingle 
text which by the-unanimous conſent of the 
fathers, is to be taken and interpreted of Purge-, | 
tory in the ſenſe of the preſent church of Rome, 
and they ſhall receive ſatisfaction. FOE. 

Will they pretend this of the 2d paſſage they 
p-oduce in evidence for their doctrine of purga- 
tory? Matt. v. 25, 26. Is the priſon there ſpo- 
ken of, out of which men muſt not come ill 
they have paid the uttermoſt farthing, the priſon 
of purgatory, according to the unanimous conſent 
of the fathers? They mention only Cyprian, 
and him very wrongfully, as the archbiſhop of 
Canterbury has proved in the excellent diſcourſe 
I have —— to; and the long paſſage I re- 
peated to you before out of that father, ſeems 
very little to agree with the point they would 

fain have him bear teſtimony to. And many 
ſuch paſſages might be eaſily produced to ſhew 

the opinion of the primitive writers to bare been, | 


* 
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that the ſouls of the godly immediately, after 
their ſeparation from the body, ' paſs into a place 
of bliſs and happineſs.-—-They never dream'd of 
their paying the uttermoſt farthing in purgato- 

priſon. I know, indeed, they repreſented 
them as in a ſtate of expectation, looking and 
waiting for the day of judgment; (which Ter- 
tullian elegantly expreſſes, in candida expectare 
diem judicii] alluding to the candidates or ſui- 
tors for preferments among the Romans,) but 
of purgatory pains in the intermediate ſtate, it 
does not appear they knew any thing. And 
when then may we xp Tg RD they 
all agree to expound Romiſh purgatory ? 
PEE Es add, what one would think hold 
put our preſent miſſionaries a little out of coun+ 
tenance, when they cite this paſſage out of St. 
Matthew to ſupport their fable, that ſeveral of 
their on learned men put a quite different in- 
terpretation upon it. 


A third, text we are preſented with in the 
forementioned /profeſſion, Gc. is that Matt. xii. 
32. 1t ſhall not be forgiven bim neither in this 
avorld, neither in the world to come. Which 
words, faith, the author, &c. plainly imply 
« that ſome ſins which are not forgiven in this 
«© world, may be forgiven in the world to come.“ 
But is this interpretation according to the una- 
Jimous conſent of the fathers, or of their own 
doctors either? The contrary is full well know, 
I know they can quote St. Auſtin for this notion 
in general, (tho he never, I believe, dream d of 
their purgatory) and that from this text, 008 


0 Particularly Maldenate, a Jeſuit, 9 
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there may be ſome future remiſſion of {ins after 
_ this life; but what remiſſion, or of what fins, 
he declares he dares not aver, and in feveral 
$ expreſles himſelf doubtful about it; and 
his aut in the interpretation of 
this paſſage, is very unfit to make it a 
for an article of lh Nay, Bellarmine him- 
elf acknowledges, that * to the rules 
of logic, purgatory cannot be itrfetrd from it. 
And really, a text from whence a doctrine can- 
not be inferr'd by the rules of logic, is a very 
indifferent foundation for a canon with an ana 
thema annexed to it. „ 
However, one would think that St 1 
und St. Lade were better interpreters of their 
brother Matthew, than all fathers and doctor 
pat together; and their ſenſe is, that thoſe who 
commit the ſin againſt he Holy Ghoſt, ſhall 
never be 3 . 
expreſſion in Matthew does intimate à for- 


giveneſs expected in the world to come, why 
maſt this relate to purgatory? Why, it cannot 


be in hell, for there is no forgiveneſs right 
nor in heaven, for there is no ſin true. But 
is there no forgiveneſs to be expected at the 
place, where Gad will judge the world in rigb- 
teouſneſs, by - "the man whom he has ordain'd? 
 Aﬀts vii. 31. Shall not true believers be open- 

. acknowledged and  acquitted-at the day of 
judgment? Will not your {ns be blotted out whe! 
dhe Frmes of refreſhment ſhall come from the pre- 
fene of the Lord? Acts iii. 19. And did not 
Wy tatere underſtand this place: .of the laſt day? 
0 
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tho ſome Proteſtants reſet᷑ it to the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem. I ſhall only aſk, where all na- 
tions ſhall be gather'd before the judge, and 
from whence they are to go into life eternal, of 
everlaſting puniſhment ? and may fay, the fins 
that have not been forgiven here, ſhall not be 
forgiven there. 3 

This may be a ſufficient anſwer to their argu- 
ment from this text ; and I might add, that if 
our Saviour deſigned an intimation of any ex- 

ations that men might form of forgivenets 
in another world, he might pothibly have an 
eye to a common notion among the Tews to 
whom he ſpake, big. That not only in the 
«© kingdom of the Meſiab, but in the ſtate af- 
* ter death, remiſſion might be had for ſome 
te fins, which could not otherwiſe be forgiven.” 
But whatever our Saviour might farther mean, 
if he defigned to intimate any thing beſide 
what he plainly declared, that the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt was utterly irremiſſible, ſurely 
it could not be the purgatory of the 'Romaniſts; 
for theſe men are to ſatisfy, not to be pardon- 
ed. © What, faith our archbiſhop, “ have we 
t here to do with renuffion of fins ? Purgato- 
« ry is a place not where fins are remitted, 
% but where they are puniſhed with the grea- 
te teſt ſeverity. Nay, what is ſtill more, pu- 
te nithed after they are remitted ; nay, what is 
e {till more extraordinary, therefore puniſhed 
* becauſe they are remitted ; for if the guilt 
© were not remitted, the ſinner could not go 

i e 707 orart ele 
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eto purgatory, nor have the favour of being 
<«« punithed there.” | | 

hus I have conſidered thoſe texts which our 
adverſaries ay” . lay moſt 8 upon, and 
which a ealt impertinent to their purpoſe. 
Nor hooks I think it mon while to mention 
any more of Bellarmine's 19 texts; but in com- 
pliment to our modern authers, I muſt take no- 
tice of the fourth ſcripture he alledges, which the 
Cardinal, it ſeems, overlook d, 1 Pet. iti. 18, 19, 
20, where Chriſt is ſaid, by his ſpirit, to have 
gone and preached to the ſpirits in priſon, which 
me time were diſobedient. Which priſon, 

« fays he, could be no other than purgatory. 
But do the fathers and their own doctors unani- 
mouſly agree in this interpretation of the diffi- 
cult 5 they would, if it was plain 
enough to ground an article of faith. 1 ſhall 
only farther aſk, Did theſe diſobedient people 
die in mortal fin, or in a ftate of grace? If the 
former, they went to hell; if latter, to 
Limbus, a place where there is no torment : 
And what then is become of the — 1 for 
ory from this paſſage? At is it evi- 
_ al unprejudieed perſons, that the apo- 
ſtle in this — —— reference to that doctrine? 
Nor is this the only obſcure text they alledge in 
proof of their doctrine; but reſolving to puzzle the 
cauſe, they have recourſe to another which has 
been thought one of the hardeſt to be under- 
Rood in the whole New Teſtament, 1 Cor. xv. 
29, Elſe what ſhall they do that are baptiſed 
for the dead? Its pity we have not the unani- 
mous 
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mous conſent of the fathers for the interpretati- 
on of this text ; perhaps then we ſhonld know 
what to make of it, but till ſuch an explication 
be produc'd, we muſt be excufed from admit- 
ting it as a proof of their new article of faith.--- 
And if we could ſuppoſe it would be taken 
well, for hereticks to explain a difficult paſſage 
of ſcripture, which has puzzled ſo many of 
their own doctors, I would refer them to a ve- 
ry probable account given of this place by a 
learned gentleman, in a * book publiſhed a 
few years ago. | | 
Now to conclude this part of the argument : 
from what has been ſaid, I infer that there is 
no plain ſcripture proof for purgatory, and 
n e i ought to be rejected as being 
in direct oppoſition to the) ſcripture doctrine of 
juſtification by faith in the blood of Teſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, which (rightly apply'd 
to) perfectly and fully cleanſerh from all fin; 
and the objection from ſcripture is anf s 

2. But ſecondly they alledge tradition; but 
till our o ponents have anſwered the fifth ſer- 
mon in this courſe, upon the head of ,ripture 
and tradition, I may be allow'd to take no no- 
tice of their objection from thence. However, 
to What I have hinted before, of purgatory 
being a novel doctrine, and contrary to the ſenſe 
of the Catholick church, for at leaſt the firſt 
four centuries, I ſhall add a paſſage of the learn- 
ed biſhop Bull, in his anſwer to a letter writ- 
ten from Monſieur de Meaux to Mr. Nelſon, + 
FE. - F 2 Which 
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which I will leaye our friends of the church of 
Rome to conſider: The doctrine, faith he, 
«. of jndulgences, as taught in the church of 
| * Nome, depends upon the fiction of purgato- 
| « ry; it ſuppoſeth a ſuperfluity of the ſatisfa- 
« Ctions of the ſaints, which being jumbled 
: <« together with the merits and ſatisfaction of 
| te our Saviour, makes up one treaſure of the 
« church ; that the biſhop of Rome keeps the 
« key of it.----Is not this now, faith he, a do- 
« Ering worthy of a place in our creed, and to 
e be made an article of the Catholick faith,--- 
« He adds, That the doctrine and uſe of in- 
ce dulgences were-never heard of in the church 
« of Chriſt for many hundred years, is certain, 
.<< and confeſſed too by divers learned men of 
« the Roman communion. I ſhall cite only one 
of them, faith the biſhop, but he ſuch a one 
& as may be inſtar ommum: our Roffenſis ¶ Fi- 
« her, biſhop of Roc beſter] Luther's great an- 
„ tagoniſt, and Rome s martyr, gives us this 
« account of indulgences. Many perhaps are 
e tempted. not to rely much upon indulgences, 
« upon this conſideration, that the uſe of them 
«« appears to be new, and very lately known 
* among Chriſtians, To whom I anſwer, it 
is not very certain who was the firſt author 
* of them, The doctrine of purgatory was 
«rarely, if at all heard of amongſt the an- 
« cients, and to this very day the Greeks be- 


& eve it not; nor was the belief either of pur- 


e patory or  indulgences fo neceſſary in the 
primitive church as it is now. So long as 
men were unconcerned about purgatory, no 
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© body enquired after indulgences; for upon 
e that depends all the worth of indulgences; take 
« away purgatory, and there is no more need of 
e theſe. Seeing therefore purgatory was ſo late- 
« ly known and received in the univerſal 
« church, who will wonder that in the firſt 
« ages of the church indulgences were not 
« made uſe of? * ret The! 

3. In the laſt place they urge reaſon ;. and 
27 if that be on their ſide, the Proteſtants 
will be hard ſet. But how do they ground 
their belief of purgatory upon reaſon ? They 
« anſwer, becauſe reaſon clearly teaches theſe 
« two things: 1. That all or every fin, how 
« {mall ſoever, deſerves puniſhment. 2. That 
« ſome {ins are fo ſmall, either thro the levity 
« of the matter, or for want of full delibera- - 
« tion in the action, as not to deſerve eternal 
<«« puniſhment, From whence, ſay they, it is 
plain, that beſides the place of eternal pu- 
'«« niſhment, which we call hell, there muſt be 
* alſo a place of temporal puniſhment for lit- 
ce tle fins, which we call purgatory.” + And 
that I may throw all their reaſoning (ſuch as it 
is) together: They ſay ſuch as this life 
<«« before they have repented for thoſe | venial 
« frailties and imperfections cannot be ſuppoſed 
to be condemned to the eternal torment of 
hell, ſince the fins. they are guilty of are but 
ce ſmall, which even God's beſt ſervants are li- 
“able to.—Nor can they go ftrait to heaven 
in this ſtate, becauſe the ſcripture affures us, 
Were ſhall in no wiſe enter thither any thing 

| i cc that 
Act. 18. contra Lutherum. + Proſeſſ. &c. p. 37. 
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« that  defileth,----and our Saviour affures us, 
«« that we are to render an account for every idle 
« word. And they farther plead, that God will 
« render to every one according to his works, 
% Now, ſay they, this would not be true if there 
* were no ſuch thing as purgatory.” | 


But in anſwer to all this, 

1. We allow that every fin deſerves puniſh- 
ment, ſeeing it is a tranſgreſſion of the law. 

2. We allow that all tranſgreſſions of the 
law are not equally heinous. 
3. We allow particularly that there is a vaſt 
difterence between the common infirmities of 
good men, and the wilful offences of wicked 


4. But that any fin is in its own nature ve- 
nia}, ſo as not to deſerve eternal puniſhment, 
if God ſhould proceed in a way of rigorous 
juſtice, we cannot preſent! to grant ; 
but muſt their oro what Gina acts of 
diſobedience to God cannot juſtly be puniſh'd 

with everlaſting deſtruction. A PAS 

. Eſpeciall muſt prove this of all 

2 ſins as Een J uch lr they leaſe to 

look over their catalogues, they will find many 

much worſe than ſome they call mortal; par- 
ticularly than the mortal fin of denying purge” 
and its a da and other peculiar 

Ariacs of the c 99% | «784 
6. But to come home to the matter ; with 

what reaſons will they prove, that if the juſtice 

of God may deliver believers from the pains 1 

W eternal 


See Clarkſon, ut ſupra. 
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eternal death, he may not upon the ws 2 
count remit all temporal penalties, 
them directly into a ſtate of reſt 8 
ſing thro the fire of purgatory ? Is not; 1 
ſatisfied by the ſufferings of the Son 5 God? 
and then what need of farther ſatisfaction? Or 
are they not morally qualified to have the bene- 
fit of Chriſt's ſacrifice, by being penitent be- 
lievers ? Is not their repentance an habitual diſ- 
poſition ? Do they not exerciſe it daily ? Are they 
not bringing the ſacrifices of God, a broken and 
contrite beart, to God by Chriſt eſis continual- 
ly? and if when uo man can underſtand his errors, 
they ſhould not have actually repented of an zdle 
word (in the ſenſe of this author) or any ordi- 
nary failing, is it reaſonable to imagine that 
departing this life in God's grace, in a ſtate of 
friendſhip with him, thro' mediation of his . 
Son, and the ſanctification of the Spirit; is it 
reaſonable, I fay, to imagine that they are liable 
to burn in a temporary hell, and for ought we 
know, for ſome ages, before they can enter in- 
to reſt ? and this too not for further moral 
paration, but merely to make ſatisfaction ? I ap- 
peal to every ſerious mind, whether it does not 
pear at firſt fight reaſonable, that, if the hd 
of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fon, and there is us 
condemnation to them that are in him, and who 
walk not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit, there 
needs no other method of purgation or ſatiſ- 
faction,---and that if there needs no other, 
there can be no-other ; becauſe infinite wiſdom 
would not appoint that for which'there is ng 
* and infinite die: would be ſure 
not 


: 


11 
not to preſcribe any thing grievous and diſtreſ- 
fing without a real neceſſity for it. 

7. But I muſt come a little cloſer to theſe 
men of reaſon, and ask whether it is not as 
reaſonable that God ſhould receive ſuch as I 
have deſcribed immediately into a ſtate of joy 
and felicity, as that he ſhould take the worſt of 
finners who die immediately after their bap- 
tiſm, or who are any way murder'd for theit 
religion, or ſuch as are afloil'd from mortal fins 
by attrition and the facraments, if they have 
an intereſt in certain merits ; I ay, that God 
ſhould take ſuch directly into heaven, and make 
them partakers of the beatifical viſion ? If this 
be reaſon, I muſt own myſelf in a wrong way 
of thinking. 

8. Laſtly, I have one word more to fay to 
them, viz. I wonder with what face they can 
pretend to reaſon us out of ſo many plain texts 
which aſſert our doctrine of forgiveneſs as be- 
fore ſtated, when in ſpite of ſcripture, tradi- 
tion, reaſon and common ſenſe, they would 
obtrude upon us their doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
' Hiation upon the authority of their Hoc off Cor- 
pus meum, This is my body, which we have 
evidently proved to be nothing to their pur- 
- Poſe.* I can't help ſaying, Do theſe men talk 
of reaſon | 


IV. I am to make a ie remarks upon the 
whole. 
1. Let us ſee what ground we have not 
only to rect the Romiſh doctrine of purga- 
tory 

+ © Sec Dr. Harris's Sermon. 
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tory as having no foundation in ſeripture „(Which 
is enough to the credit of any opinion 
that would ſet up for an article of faith) but to 
2 with avborrence as being contrary to 
and larly that effential article 
of rgivenels of all ſin thro the blood of Chriſt, 
It may indeed be juſtly enough ridiculed, but 
10 — by N 
Gad and love the Lord Chrift in fincerit 

-2: Va ä — — we 3 bie 
God, that we have the ſcriptures, a perfect rule 
for our faith and practice: and that we have 
them in a language we underſtand, and are al- 
lowed ta judge for ourſelves of what they con- 
tain: that we are not obliged to receive any 
thing as a truth of God, or appointment of 
Chriſt, but what we find there; and may reject 
any thing that appears contrary to the word 
of God, whatever power pretends to impoſe it 
and may flight their anathemas, as a curſe 
eauſeteſs which ſhatt not come. 

And let us be thankful alſo that we live un- 


der a government which allows us to keep our 
Bibles, and take our religion out of them, and 


make publick profeſſion of it too, without in- 
curring the penalties of an inquifition, or the 
bum ſeverities which our fathers felt, and 
ſome of us remember. Let us bleſs God for 
the Reformation, and the ſecurity given to it by 
the Revolution, and'the proſpect we have of its 
continuance- under the ion of his moſt 
gracious Majefty and his illuſtrious houſe: for 


whom let us pray, and for all that are in au- 
. kad a quiet and 
; Y1OIS WY G peaceable 
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ateable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. 
poet te in ol in it ourſelves to. 4. apt 
' ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, whether: it 
be to the king as ſupreme, or unto governors as 
uo them that are ſent by * or the puniſb- 
ment of evid-doers, and the praiſe of them that 
do well, 1 Pet. ii. 13, Cc. 15 [ feing God has 
made us free, as free let us not uſe our liberty for: 
| a cloak of. maliciaufaeſ, ver. 14. that with well- 
| doing 20e may put to filence the i ignorance of. foo- 
; liſh men: that they may be out of countenance 
| when they call us rebels, as they ought to be 
| 


when they call us hereticts. 
"add — what has been offer'd there is reaſon 
to encourage _—_— not —— — 
an imaginary danger re. F we 
call in the li x te Gs . gray! light, ue baue 
Jellowſhip ane — another, [have communion 
with the Catholick church] and the blood of Je- 
as Chriſt bis ſon cleanſeth from all fin; and we 
need fear no further reckoning. I haveſhew'd the 
pleas of our adverſaries from ſcripture, tradition, 
and reaſon, to be vain ; do not let them therefore 
| terrify us with their Jenis fatuus out of our ſen- | 
ſes, as they fain would do to us out of 
our money, which ] am ſatisfied is really the 
bottom of the buſineſs. The fre af purgatory 
is like the thunder of the Vatican, a harmleſs 
thing, which no wiſe man would be afraid of, 
were it not too often connected with tortüres, 
and aſſaſſinations: otherwiſe it would 
be regarded as fit only to frighten children, as 
thoſe. ſtories of apparitions are, which Bellar- 


, 
N 5 purgatory z 
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purgatory ; to which argument I hope you'll 
excuſe me that I haye not return d a, particular 
anſwer. | Pet glen”: or 
4. 'Laſtly, no wicked man ſhould encourage = 
himſelf by this fiction of tory to continue 
in fin, and negle& the goſpel falvation, which 


| teacheth to deny ungodlineſs and all worldly late, 


and to live "om ,  righteoufly, and godly in this 
preſent wor, 3 5⁰ not let men imagine that 
attrition, with the ſacrament of penance, will 
ſecure them mpg cs that they may eſca 
tory too, if ve money to or 
| del nces, Cc. No, my friends, Ls Py 


der that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 


Lord, and that even the blood and righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt itſelf cannot fave thoſe who will not 


repent and be conyerted. Away: with all things 
that pretend to be ſubſtituted in the room of 
righteouſrieſs and true holineſs; and remember 
that though there be no purgatory, there is a 


bell, where the worm dies not, and the fire is unt 


quenched. From which God of his infinite 


mercy ſave us through the blood of his dear 


Son. Amen. 55 
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